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Generational differences refer to the differences in behavior, values, and outlook of people born at different and distinct times. That is, each generation grows in a different context thus, leading to different cultural, social, and professional expectations. Therefore, a lack of understanding of different generational differences can lead to a lack of appreciation, understanding, and valuing of others. According to research by (Haynes, 2011), generational gaps make it difficult for people to co-exist in harmony, thus make it difficult for them to achieve any meaningful objective since they are unable to agree on something. This research focuses on analyzing generational differences, focusing on the play “Raisin in the sun”. The play features an African-American family who receives insurance funds worth ten thousand dollars from r. Younger's death. Disagreements arise when they develop differences in how to utilize the money. That is, mama wants the buy a house, Lee wants to invest in a liquor store, while Beneatha wants to use the money to pay for her medical school tuition. Therefore, this research will analyze how relationships between mama and her children were affected, and how the attitudes of mama's children towards their family and the rest of the world were influenced.
Mama is Beneatha and Walter’s mother and the head of the Younger household after. Mama is known to stand by her perspective of the older generation. That is, she demands respect from her children and requires that the house they live in be neat, clean, and polished.  They stand up for their values, character, and beliefs. For instance, mama believes that purchasing a house would offer a more stable life than investing in a liquor business since she believes that it is an un-Christian thing to do. According to her, dreams are more valid than stability. This affects her relationship with her son. That is, Walter feels like he is not listened to and that his opinions as the oldest son do not matter. However, Mama tells him that the only thing she wanted to provide stability for her children. She shows that she cared for them by giving Walter the remaining insurance money after depositing the house. Based on research by (Gomes, 2010), Lena is described as a dominating or controlling person, which is rooted in the past that guards her family by the rules of Christianity which limits her perception of the newer generation causing her to be controlling. The research shows that by raising her children through the rules of Christianity, she denied her children the ability to explore their capabilities. That is, the author characterizes their relationship as dominating-dominated or abuser-abused. For instance, when she apologizes to Walter, Mama feels that she may have played a role in Walter’s unhappiness.  Moreover, mama’s beliefs of striving for excellence while without going against the morals of the family. This causes her to discard the un-Christian sentiment about God and she becomes disappointed when Ruth considers having an abortion of the second child due to the financial difficulties that they were experiencing. That is, Beneatha represents the modern female generation in the 1950s when she makes it clear that she will become a doctor first before getting married even though it meant that disagreements and miscommunications will emerge between her and Lena. 
The values and beliefs of Lena and how she imposed them on her children brought effects in their lives. For instance, the generational gaps make Walter defiant of almost every word from Mama, actions that caused him to greatly hurt his family. For instance, he is constantly fighting with his sister, he is not good at listening, thus does not comprehend the usefulness of paying attention to the concerns of his family to help them effectively. His defiance causes him to invest in the liquor business with his friends with the remaining of the money that he is given by Mama. That is, he wonders whether his forgotten or put off dreams are like a raisin in the sun, that just disappears. The disagreements he has with his mother makes him unhappy and depressed since he is unable to afford a good life for his family. Moreover, Lena's values and morals cause Beneatha to have difficulties finding her own identity. She dates two men, George Murchison that cares more about assimilation into the white culture, and Joseph Asagai, a Nigerian that shares her interests in discovering the African roots. In the end, she is happiest with Joseph who wants her to move to Africa with him after completing her medical degree. Furthermore, she becomes bitter when she realizes that her dream of becoming a doctor is fully dependent on the insurance money from her father’s death and the business that Walter plans on investing in. According to (Lizotte, 2017), the rules that Lena used to guide her family, cause her daughter to exhibit love with little difficulties. That is, Beneatha is obligated to listen to talks about God even though she gives back sarcastic comments about losing her saltiness. 
Besides influencing how Mama interacted with Beneatha, Ruth, and Walter, generational gaps influenced how they interacted with the world. For instance, Beneatha's interaction with a suitor George causes her to believe that he is shallow, and blind to the difficulties of racial discrimination since he is all about assimilation into the white culture. Moreover, the family's Christian values stop them from accepting money from Mr. Linder who had hopes that they would accept the money and move away from that neighborhood. That is, they showed that they were a family with integrity and who believed that irrespective of financial and domestic difficulties, they would succeed if they stuck together. Moreover, Walter's desire to become a rich and successful entrepreneur causes him to agree to invest in a venture that he thought was legit only to be conned by the money that Lena gave him. This causes him to become depressed when his business partner runs off with the money. 
The different generations determine what attitudes they possess and what motivates them. For instance, Lena younger's generation was based on values, beliefs, and character. For instance, she is focused on ensuring that her family is raised in a Christian manner. This causes her attitudes towards her children's un-Christian behaviors frustrating. For instance, she is not happy when Beneatha makes sarcastic comments about God, claiming that God will not pay her tuition. She is motivated by her dream to have a house where her grandson can play in the background. However, Beneatha and Walter are motivated by the desire to live the American dream. That is, they are self-assured, competitive, goal-centric, resourceful, and mentally focused on whatever motivates them. According to (Rose, 2014), they are determined to move to a white neighborhood where they are paid not to move in, and Beneatha is determined to attain her medical degree before getting married irrespective of her mother’s opinions. That is, they are determined to give their family a better living free from poverty and discrimination. 
In conclusion, "Raisin in the Sun" focuses on generational differences and how it affects interactions between family members and the rest of the world. The gap between different generations may bring communication difficulties, raises defiance among children, and may lead to identity issues as a person struggles between choosing their dreams or respecting the wishes of a parent. Therefore, parents need to maintain the values and morals of their generation and still be open to embracing new values brought by novel generations. 
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